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(Editor's note: Gay McDougall will receive the Joseph Cinque award between 6:45 and 7 p.m.
on Thursday, Feb. 21, in the atrium in Keller Hall, home of UD's law school.)
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS ADVOCATE TO RECEIVE
JOSEPH CINQUE AWARD FROM UD SCHOOL OF LAW
DAYTON, Ohio -Gay McDougall, executive director of the International Human
Rights Law Group and member of the United Nations Committee on Elimination of Racial
Discrimination, has been chosen this year's recipient of the Joseph Cinque Award from the
University of Dayton School of Law.
As part of the honor, McDougall will speak from noon to 1 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 21,
in the Mathias Heck Courtroom in Keller Hall, home of the law school. The talk is free and open
to the public.
The award, sponsored by the Black Law Student Association at UD, is given annually
to a minority who has made great contributions to the social and legal community.
McDougall was selected for her work to "empower, promote and expand human rights
standards in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and the Americas," said Genene Dyer, a third-year
law student and one of the event's organizers. "She has improved the living and working
conditions of millions of minorities throughout the world."
In addition to conducting human rights studies that have been heralded by many
countries as groundbreaking, McDougall played an integral part in organizing and implementing
the first post-apartheid, nonracial democratic election in South Africa. She also was the first
American to be elected as a member of the United Nations Sub-commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities of the Human Rights Commission.
The award is named in honor of Sengbe Pieh -later named Joseph Cinque by his
Spanish captors -who led a mutiny on the slave ship Amistad in 1839. He and 52 fellow
slaves were captured by the U.S. Navy and later were ruled free men by the U.S. Supreme
Court. The incident bolstered the anti-slave movement.
Past recipients are U.S. Rep. Tony Hall, judges Michael Murphy, Alice McCollum and
Nathaniel Jones, and UD law professor Vernellia Randall.
- 30For media interviews, contact Genene Dyer at (937) 496-6877 or via e-mail at
genene@law .com.
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